
Congratulations Class of 2015! 
  

Your dedication to pro bono work and 
service for others reflects optimism and 

hope for a brighter future. Best wishes on all 
of your future endeavors. 

    SLS Levin Center 





“My pro bono experiences were some of the best of 
my law school career! My pro bono participation 
helped remind me of why I came to law school: to use 
the law to positively impact people. Law school can 
often separate the theory of the law from its impact, 
and the pro bono projects are a great way to meld the 
two together again!”  Stacy Villalobos ‘15 



“Pro bono work is vital: exciting, 
challenging, deeply educational.   
I've learned how to talk to non-lawyers 
and how to listen.” 

Jessica Dragonetti ‘15 





“Volunteering at the Fremont Public 
Defenders gave me a chance to see the daily 
workings of a fantastic PD office, while 
helping ease their load just a little by doing 
client interviews, research, and other tasks.” 
    Rebecca Vogel ‘15 



“As abstract and lofty as law school 
education can be, pro bono reminds 
me that law is ultimately grounded in 
real people and real lives.” 
    Wesley Sze ‘15 





“I came here to acquire a skillset that would 
enable me to improve lives. I realized this 
dream by engaging in pro bono, the greatest 
learning experience that law school has to 
offer.” 
    Mansi Kothari ‘15 



“Pro bono bridges the gap between the 
classroom and real life. The ability to 
touch real lives renewed my love of the 
law.” 
    Mei Li ‘15 





“Working for IRAP in 1L helped me 
remember why I went to law school in 
the first place.” 
    Per Jansen ‘15 
 



“Through pro bono I’ve had the privilege of meeting 
great people from all walks of life and been reminded 
that the dedication of a few can have a meaningful 
impact on many.  I am very grateful for these 
experiences and would not be who I am today without 
them.” 
    Carly Bittman ‘15 





“After helping families of murder victims in 
Parallel Justice, I am unshakably committed to 
seeking justice for everyone affected by 
crime.” 
    Natasha Haney ‘15 



“It was a great privilege to be able to help 
youth and adults apply for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) just a few months 
after Obama announced the program.” 
     
    Natalia Renta ‘15  





“Pro bono at SLS was a great opportunity to 
not only make a difference in the 
communities I worked in, but to sharpen my 
skills as a researcher and litigator!” 
    Cody Venzke ‘15  



“A few weeks from graduation, I continue to advocate for an Iraqi 
Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) client I was assigned to during the 
first quarter of law school. My client, a Baghdad resident who has 
committed his working life to the U.S government, has been stuck in 
administrative processing. His family life remains in limbo. Three 
years of formal and informal appeals have proved intermittently 
disheartening. But the administrative morass has been outweighed 
by my client's resilience, a clear reminder of why pro bono work 
matters: legal protections and advocacy find particular force in lives 
pushed out of balance.”  Keny Zurita ‘15 





“The Rule of Law program was by far 
the most transformative experience I 
had in law school.” 
    Cary McClelland ‘15 



"Without a doubt, the greatest joy and most invaluable 
experiences I have had during my time here have come 
from serving my Pro Bono clients. There is no greater 
feeling than being an advocate for the voiceless; the 
experience is both empowering and transformative; it 
is everything being a lawyer is about."  
    Trey Reliford ‘15 





“Pro bono—for naturalization, voting, 
or prison reform—has empowered me 
to live by an ancient maxim: ‘The day 
for action is always today.’” 
     
    Kip Hustace ‘15 



"Traveling to Kurdistan with Megan, 
Kara, Emily, Cary, and JDrag and 
meeting college students at AUIS – a 
highlight of my time at SLS." 
 
   Neel Lalchandani ‘15 
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