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D ivine brown has changed her name. Also her occupation. This, we may hope, is the final installment in 

the Hugh Grant affair, which has to be one of the most over-reported stories that Hollywood has 

produced. What is perhaps most newsworthy about the incident is the cottage industry of media coverage 

that it created. 

It is not self-evident why an unmarried actor buying sex on the side should appear such a novel event in 

contemporary America. What made the Hugh Grant story such a story had as much to do with class as 

sex. And for those who care about the law's response to prostitution, the story that the press reported was 

not the one that American society most needs to hear. 

Mr. Grant's escapade became an event because it violated Hollywood's conventional strategy for sexual 

exploitation, which involves seducing some starlet for free. Instead, as Chicago columnist Mike Royko 

noted, Mr. Grant did what many less fortunate members of the working class do-he shopped around, and 

when caught, it all seemed inexplicably shabby, as if he had been buying his clothes at Walmart. This, of 

course, was what astounded and attracted so many fans. One admirer captured widespread views with a 

placard reading, Gee, Hugh, I would have paid you. 

As Hollywood scripts go, this one had considerable appeal and a surprisingly happy ending. Here, the 

proverbial hooker with a heart of gold ended up with a small pot of it as well. Before her retirement, Ms. 

Brown earned a modest fortune from selling her story to a British tabloid. 






